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Comments of Wilma Frey, New Jersey Conservation Foundation
Re:
NIJ Highlands Council proposed Resolution
“NJ Highlands Council Support for a Water User Fee as a
Dedicated Source of Funding for Land Conservation”
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2. NJ Conservation supports what is implied by the title of the resolution — a water
user fee that would support the Council’s Open Space and HDC Purchase Program.
We are in favor of more land preservation in the critical Highlands region, and
believe it is essential to protect the water and forest resources of the region.

However, reading of the body of the resolution reveals:
1. Errors in the Whereas’s referencing the Highlands Act itself, and other
statements that are partially or entirely inaccurate.

2. Action points in the “Be It Resolved” section do not indicate that the goal
is to purchase lands in fee or dedicated conservation easements through the
Highlands Open Space and HDCPP programs. Rather, the stated goal is to “assist
in compensating landowners whose future land use expectations have been
impacted.”

3. “Be It Resolved” point 2 also does not appear to support the stated goal
of utilizing the water tax as a dedicated source of funding for land conservation,
but instead recommends the development of a “means of distribution of funds to
harmed landowners.” It does not indicate that the purchase of their lands in fee or
easement will be the means of distributing the funds.

The

funds must be applied to permanent preservation of the land resources.

We urge that this resolution be tabled at this time.
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